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Key Questions
to Ask Volunteer
Organizations

Asking these questions
can help ensure you're
prepared before going on
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Tack Binder, 125, MAGD, owns a dental
practice on the Upper West Side of Manhattan.
[n 2016, he joined Haiti Marveare to help
establish its dental program and now serves as
the organizations director of dentistry.

“The Ffirst year [[ volunteered in Haiti], 1
realized how huge the need was for basic dental
care and how many people had severely braken
down amnd/for infectad
teeth] said Binder.

Binder is the first den-
tist most of his Haitian
patients have aver met.
He =aid few dentists and
no ]'[:.l'gi, S LIELE practice
in Haitl.

Bindar exclusively per-
forms extractions during his visits, so forceps and
elevators are largely the only equipment he uses.

“There seems to be an unending supply of
people in pain due 1o severely infected teeth?
Binder said, "I extract the tooth or teeth, and [
know they're going to feel a lot better”

This year, Binder instituted a “swish and spit”
tluoride program fos schoal children in one of
the villages, and he intends to expand it to all
the schaols in the villages he visits. Community
flucridation deesn't exist, Binder said. a3 there
is mo maunicipal water sepply.
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Binder travels to Haiti with a small group.
Ezch person pays his or her own expenses,
while shared expenses (eg., ledging, translator
costs, generator fuel, atc.) are split among the
voluntears.

Haiti has its problems, Binder said, but the
penple are wonderful. During a fundraising
event for an upcoming velunteer trig, he
met with a Haltkan
priest who shared one

Lt stan
patient’s experience.
DT WOrK “The priest told
T me about ane wWoman
ago wh didn't understand

exacthy what [ did, but

she realized when she

gok horme that 1 had
removed six teeth,’ Binder said. “She told the
priest that 1 must be 2 magician!”

Binder adrmired that he still doesn’t quite
know what drives him to volunteer, but he's
certain that it makes him feel good.

“1 have skills | can wse for less fostumate
people who desperately need help,” hie szid. “I'm
sorry 1 didn't start doing this kind of work long
gD,

For more information on Haltl Marycare,
vislt haitimarycare. org.
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‘What will my days look like
when I'm on site?

*, What work- or culture-

related challenges should |
know about?

. 'Whom will | be working

with?
What does my financial
invastment go toward?

my trip dol
need Lo organize?

What are some packing

What personal items should
| leave at home?

Wikl | need to work with a
translator?

9. Isthe area I'm visiting safe?

. What air travel (including

insurance) and local travel
conditions are availabla?

. May | charge all axpenses

on a credit card, or is there
bocal currency | must be
preparad ta arrange?

2. May | speak with someons

wha has been there befiore
to halp my planning?

. What infermation should

| be &ware of regarding
personal health Issues, such
a5 vaccinations, allergies,
antibloti site, food
options, sleeping condi-
tions, water and sanitation?

. What are your best pieces

of advice for setting ma
up for success during my




